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What makes a lesson plan a good lesson plan? When selecting a lesson plan from a textbook or opting to find a new lesson plan online, one must decipher the credibility and/or value of said lesson. The following paper is a brief synopsis of a lessoned dubbed “The Importance of Civil Rights” retrieved from http://rights.teachingmatters.org. 

The overall lesson provided my Teachingmatters.org is laid out and explained in a clear and concise manner. The site also provides several follow up lessons that can be used to develop an unit plan on the Civil Rights Movement. However, there are several items missing from the lesson plans as outlined in the Objectives Checklist that follows this paper. Besides not describing the student demographic or environment, the lesson fails to provide an actual grading rubric. The lesson does well in outlining the steps that should be taken by the instructor as well as possible responses and ways to further student thinking. However, it does not provide a grading system or general assessment of student work. The lesson states that the instructor should “check to see whether they [the students] recorded accurate observations and drew logical conclusions relating to civil rights” (N.A., 2007). Beyond the aforementioned statement, the lesson does not provide additional information regarding grading or student assessment. 

Aside from concerns with student demographic and student assessment, the lesson provides instructors with a clear and concise program to follow. With the onset of the initial lesson the outline covers activities to be conducted by everyone involved in the project. It also provides several possible responses as well as additional questions that could be asked in order to spur further thinking and responses. The focal point of the lesson is an introductory website that displays four photographs related to civil rights and/or civil rights violations in one fashion or another. The lesson also provides the instructor with other means of sharing the photographs in case access to technology is limited. Those that are not able to access the website specifically can download the photographs and present them in form of a PowerPoint presentation. If the class is severely limited, instructors can also provide the students with hard copies of the photographs while still adhering to the overall lesson. Therefore, even those that lack general access to technology still have the ability to use the lesson.

The lesson provided by Teachingmattes.org lacks in some areas, but it still provides an enriched lesson plan. One would be just in making adjustments as he or she saw fit, especially in terms of incorporating a grading rubric. Aside from the obvious limitations related to the grading rubrics, the lesson provides ample resources and information that can be incorporated in various environments with or without limited technology. 
OBJECTIVES CHECKLIST

	
	Appropriately stated
	Partly stated
	Missing

	Audience 
	
	
	X

	Specifies the learner(s) for whom the objective is intended.

There is no specific grade or age group specified by the lesson. 


	Behavior (action verb)
	 
	X
	

	Describes the capability expected of the learner following instruction:

· Stated as a learner performance.

· Stated as observable behavior. 
· Describes a real-world skill (versus mere test performance). 
An assessment was included with the lesson, but it does not give detailed specifics. It makes generalities, but does little to assist other educators who hope to use this lesson. 


	Conditions (materials and/or environment)
	X
	
	

	Describes the conditions under which the performance is to be demonstrated:

· Equipment, tools, aids, or references the learner may or may not use.

· Special environmental conditions in which the learner has to perform
The lesson provides the media and materials that should be used before, during and after the lesson. Links are provided to additional sources and items that are needed for the project. 


	Degree (criterion)
	
	X
	

	States, where applicable, the standard for acceptable performance
· Time limit – each lesson states an approximate time limit. 
· Range of accuracy – each topic provides examples of what is expected. 
· Proportion of correct responses required – not listed specifically. 
· Qualitative standards – not listed specifically. 
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